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Interview Consent Form

Consumer Decision-Making and Experiences of Canadian Students Studying Abroad

You are being invited to participate in a research study. This form is designed to provide you with information about this study. 
I am Emma Leach at the Tourism Management Department at Thompson Rivers University, BC, Canada. I can be reached at leache20@mytru.ca and 778-868-8775. I am currently working on a research project as part of the graduating seminar course under the supervision of Dr. Yaou Hu, who can be reached at yhu@tru.ca or 250 371 5784. TMGT 4020 is a capstone course in which students complete independent research project. The purpose of this course is to integrate knowledge gained throughout the degree and demonstrate Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILO) at Thompson Rivers University. This course has been approved with by the TRU Research Ethics Board #100999.
This research examines how Canadian students in British Columbia make decisions about studying abroad and how they reflect on their experiences after returning. The study focuses on understanding decision-making factors, expectations, planning processes, and perceived outcomes of studying abroad. To ensure the study is relevant, only adults who are 18 years or older, studied at a post-secondary institute in British Columbia, and have completed a study abroad experience will be eligible to participate. In this interview, you will answer questions about how you first learned about studying abroad, why you chose to participate, factoring influencing your destination choice, planning and preparation experiences, reflections after returning home, and suggestions for improving study abroad programs. This interview takes approximately 45-60 minutes to complete. Your involvement will help improve understanding of study abroad decision-making and may provide practical recommendations for universities and study abroad programs in British Columbia. If you have any questions about your rights as a participant, complaints about the informed consent process of this research study or experience an adverse event (something goes wrong), please contact supervisor. You can also reach out to the Chair of REB, contact information: TRU-REB@tru.ca or 250.828.5000. 
Anonymity and data usage: Please note that your participation with be confidential. No individual participant will be identified in any way. The interview will be audio-recorded for transcription purposes only. Audio recordings and transcripts will be stored securely on the researcher’s password-protected computer. The researcher is going to use the summarized and anonymized data for academic purposes, including research papers, and presentations.
Risk and benefits: There will be minimal risk or discomfort, which means that you should not experience any more difficulty than that which would occur in your normal daily life. By participating in this study, you will help improve the understanding of consumer decision-making in study abroad contexts, student’s expectations, and program planning and information delivery. In addition, your response will contribute to academic research and may help universities improve study abroad design and student support services. 
Withdrawal: Participation is completely voluntary and not connected to any academic or professional obligation. You have the right to withdraw from this study at any time before, during, and after the interview. You can simply let the researcher know that you are not willing to participate anymore. Once you withdraw from this study, your incomplete interview will be permanently deleted. After the interview, you may withdraw within four weeks. If you choose to do so, please email the researcher, and your interview data will be permanently deleted.
Information security and data storage: Data will be safely stored in the researchers’ password-protected computer in a locked university office. After 5 years, the data will be permanently deleted. 
Research findings: If you are interested in the findings of this research, you can contact the research team and receive a copy of the executive summary when the project is completed, May 2026. If you have any questions or require further information about the survey, don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 
If you consent to participate in this study, please indicate your consent below. If you decide not to participate, you may simply exit this page. Thank you for your time and participation!

Q1 I have read and understand the information regarding this research project.
Yes
No

Q2 You must be 18 years or older, currently studying or previously enrolled at a post-secondary institution in British Columbia and have completed a study abroad experience to participate. Do you meet these criteria 
Yes
No

Q3 I consent to participate in this project.
Yes
No





Q 3 I understand that this interview will be audio-recorded, and I consent to this recording 
Yes
No
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